THE PLAIN DEALER

Kasich signs calamity days bill giving school districts some relief from the harsh
winter

Wednesday, March 26, 2014

By Robert Higgs

COLUMBUS, Ohio — Gov. John Kasich signed legislation Wednesday to give school
districts some relief from the long winter that already has prompted many to exceed
their allotments of calamity days.

The legislation, approved earlier this month in a compromise between the Ohio House
and Senate, provides schools with four additional calamity days. Districts first will have
to make up four snow days before they can tap the extra calamity days contained in the
bill.

State law allows schools to forgive up to five school days canceled due to hazardous
weather, disease epidemics or other calamities. In January, Kasich urged the General
Assembly to consider adding calamity days for this year because of the harsh winter.

Before signing the bill, Kasich provided students from two schools -- Stingel Elementary
in Ontario and Greensview Elementary in Upper Arlington -- with their history lesson for
the day, explaining why the office in the Statehouse was called the Lincoln Room.
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