NOTE: “We're starting to see some of the reforms into the program, started last year and coming through this
year, coming to fruition,” McCarthy said. “We’re seeing the savings we were hoping to see.”
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Rise in Medicaid costs slows
Ohio officials hope that reforms explain why recent spending is $121M less than projected

By Catherine Candisky

Reforms of the tax-funded Medicaid program under Gov. John Kasich’s administration might be helping rein in
costs for the health-care program that insures 2.4 million poor and disabled Ohioans.

According to the latest state financial reports, total Medicaid spending is up 2 percent in the fiscal year that
began July 1, but that is 2.4 percent less than projected.

More precisely, Medicaid spending in this fiscal year has been $5 billion, nearly $121 million less than
anticipated.

“It's a lot of dollars, but it’s still a small percentage,” Ohio Medicaid Director John McCarthy cautioned
regarding the reduction. “We’re still only 2 percent under budget, and to me, that’s close.”

Still, state officials hope that it's a trend.

“We’re starting to see some of the reforms into the program, started last year and coming through this year,
coming to fruition,” McCarthy said. “We’re seeing the savings we were hoping to see.”

For the rest of the story click here.
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