
NOTE: “This data highway speed boost is a big win for Ohio and it puts us on the 21st century digital 
highway. It’s going to help big businesses like P&G but mid-size and small firms developing as well.” 
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Ohio’s broadband network is “light speed”  
The state makes good on promise from earlier in the year and becomes first with 
high speed network 

By Karen Kasler, Statehouse News Bureau 

There wasn’t much fanfare inside the offices of Ohio Academic Resources Network, or OARNet. In fact, it 
looked like a generic meeting was going on - Gov. John Kasich standing before a group of administration 
officials, technicians and reporters, facing a monitor that showed a room full of equipment and wires.  

“Light the network, Paul.”  

The governor gives the order to a technician in that room to connect some wires and unite the state’s 
academic institutions on a network that’s 10 times faster than it was a few seconds before.  

“Governor, the network is operational.” 

With that, Ohio became the first state to launch a 100 gigabyte network statewide. And then, projected on the 
wall between the governor and the monitor – nine video links pop up simultaneously from universities all 
across the state.  

“Why don’t we hear from Portsmouth first? Southern Ohio, we’re thrilled to have you involved.”  

“And Governor, we’re thrilled to be part of this process....” 

The governor made his way around the grid of video links, talking to the two people in each of the nine cities – 
from Cleveland to Athens to Dayton to Akron. One in each city was a university professor, and the other a 
business owner or an academic with business expertise, to highlight how the state hopes this new 100 
gigabytes per second network will be used. The universities say the network helps bring researchers together 
and could get intellectual property developed in them out into the economy. Frank Calzonetti is with the 
University of Toledo.  

“We see that this enhanced capability will allow us to increase our research and educational collaboration 
with other universities throughout Ohio and throughout the world, and increase our ability to interact with 
business as well.” 

Story continued here: http://www.wksu.org/news/story/34064  
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