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Dayton Early College Academy (DECA)

Deputy Superintendent: David Taylor
Operations Director: Danya Berry
College Liaison: Ashley Overman
Student: Christina Gordon

Award: DECA uniquely collaborates with K-12 and Higher Education to get all students ready for college
School Background:

DECA was the first early college high school in the state of Ohio, tenth in the nation, and one of the five
most innovative high schools according to the Northwest Evaluation Association.

This charter school focuses on preparing first-generation urban students to go to college. Rather than
focusing on “seat time,” students matriculate through DECA by completing a series of six Gateways that
include community service, job shadows, internships, and college classes.

With 1100 students, the school today represents a unique partnership of the DECA Board, the Dayton
Public Schools (as sponsor), the University of Dayton (as operator) and Sinclair Community College. DECA
serves K-12 Dayton city students from who are underrepresented in higher education, unprepared
academically to meet college readiness standards, and unable to pay for college.



